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22nd Akbank International Short Film Festival - Terms and Conditions for the National and 
International Competitions  
 
1- Applications are accepted in the following categories: fiction, documentary, experimental, and 
animation.  

2- The competitions consist of two sections, national and international.  

3- The national competition is open for everyone with a Turkish nationality only. (Except for 
Akbank employees.)  

4- The international competition is open for everyone with a foreign or Turkish nationality. (Except 
for Akbank employees.)  

5- Films must be no longer than 30 minutes.  

6- Films produced after January 1, 2025 are eligible to apply. Participation in national or 
international competitions held outside of Istanbul does not disqualify a film from applying.  

7- Films that have been screened at any film festival held within the borders of Istanbul will not be 
considered for the competition selection. Competition films must premiere in Istanbul during the 
festival. 

8- To participate in the festival, applicants must complete the online application form available at 
akbanksanat.com, and then send a scanned copy of the signed form to 
contact@akbankshortfilmfestival.com no later than December 19, 2025. The email subject line 
must include the title of the film and the name of the director. 

9- Participants are allowed to submit more than one film to the competition. 

10- Selected films can be shown in non-commercial Akbank Sanat activities and “Akbank Short 
Film Festival at Universities” tour featuring the directors ’names. Both the owner of the work and 
the director consent to this by sending the work to the festival. Addition- ally, for the purpose of 
publicity of the festival, short teasers of selected films can be shown on various media (such as 
television, radio, internet).  

11- The decisions of the festival committee are irreversible. The pre-selection jury can recommend 
a film to participate in the non-competing section which is called “perspec- tive”. Films selected for 
the Perspective section are not required to have their Istanbul premiere. 

12- Films which are approved by the pre-selection jury will be shown within the festival program.  

13- Screenings will take place physically in venues designated by Akbank Sanat. 

14- Following the conclusion of the festival, screenings will continue online for 10 days via the 
platform filmonline.akbanksanat.com, and will be accessible within Turkey only. 

15- The final application deadline is December 19, 2025. 

16- To be considered for evaluation, the submitted film must include a password-protected or 
private screening link with English subtitles in their application. 

17- Winners of the “Best Film” award will receive a prize of 150,000 TL in the national category 
and 3,000 USD in the international category, awarded by Akbank Sanat. 
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18- For films that pass the pre-selection stage, the screening copies required for the festival must be 
prepared by the film owners in digital video formats (DCP, Apple ProRes, HD H.264) and 
delivered to the festival committee. 

19- For both the national and international competitions, films must be delivered with completed 
and embedded English subtitles. In the national competition, films whose original language is not 
Turkish must include both Turkish and English subtitles, also embedded in the film. 

20- The film owner is solely responsible for copyright matters. Participants irrevocably accept and 
declare that Akbank T.A.Ş. and Akbank Sanat bear no responsibility in the event of any third-party 
claims related to the copyrights of the submitted films. 

21- Final results will be determined at the main jury meeting held during the festival and announced 
at the festival award ceremony. 

22- The competition participation terms consist of twenty-three (22) articles, including this one. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


